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LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF LEIGHTON-LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

WEDNESDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 7.30 PM

Present:   Councillors D Bowater (Chair)
F Kharawala (Vice-Chair)
C Palmer
R Berry
A Dodwell
M Freeman
S Jones
T Morris
V Harvey
S Hemmings
D Scott
R Goodchild
S Owen

Also in attendance: M Saccoccio, Town Clerk
S Sandiford, Head of Democratic and Central 
Services
I Haynes, Head of Grounds and Environmental 
Services

Members of the Public: 3

33 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies had been received from Councillors A Gray, P Snelling, K Cursons 
and C Chambers. 

34 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any interests, and the nature of those 
interests, that they might have in any of the items under consideration at the 
meeting.

Councillor S Jones declared a personal interest in having an acquaintance 
employed by one of the tendering companies. Councillor V Harvey declared 
a personal interest in being a member of South Bedfordshire Friends of the 
Earth, who were campaigning for local reduction in single use plastics.

35 QUESTIONS

A member of the public and representative of South Bedfordshire Friends of 
the Earth presented the Council with a petition of nearly 500 signatures, 
asking the Town Council to support a “plastic free Leighton Buzzard” through 
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the reduction of single-use plastics. The Council was asked to accept the 
petition and to work with the group towards their goal. 

It was suggested that by Councils declaring a climate emergency, this was 
helping to instil public confidence and take the issue seriously. 

A member of the public and student at a local upper school spoke regarding 
the work she was undertaking at her school and others, to raise awareness 
of environmental issues, reduce use of plastics and increase recycling. 

Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting and it was 
noted that the Town Council had already endorsed a set of environmental 
ambitions which it was working towards. 

36 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature 
of the business about to be transacted which involves the likely 
disclosure of exempt information.  The public and press to withdraw 
from the meeting during consideration of detailed discussion regarding 
the Town Council’s waste management contract.

Members of the public left the meeting at 1939 hours.

37 PRESENTATIONS

By invitation, two representatives of “Company A” joined the meeting to give 
a presentation and provide further information on the tender submitted for the 
Council’s waste management contract. The company’s ethos and operating 
methods were explained and a number of questions were asked and 
answered. Zero waste would go to landfill and it was anticipated that the 
amount of waste recycled would increase to over 30% within six months and 
over 40% within twelve months. All processing would take place within the 
UK.

Representatives of “Company A” left the meeting at 2010 hours.

By invitation, two representatives of “Company B” joined the meeting to give 
a presentation and provide further information on the tender submitted for the 
Council’s waste management contract. The company’s ethos and operating 
methods were explained and a number of questions were asked and 
answered. Zero waste would go to landfill and processing would take place 
outside the UK. 

Representatives of “Company B” left the meeting at 2029 hours. 

38 REPORT AND EVALUATION

Council was advised of the tender process which had been undertaken. 
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Following six expressions of interest, four organisations had been invited to 
tender and three had submitted prices. One had been unable to attend to 
give a presentation. 

Council received a report evaluating the information received. It was noted 
that the price for Company A had been based on a variant bid submitted. 
Company B did not submit a variant bid.

39 SCORING

Council evaluated the presentations given and these were added to the 
existing evaluation report for a final assessment.

40 AWARD OF CONTRACT

It was proposed and seconded to award the contract to Company A. On 
being put to the vote, the motion was carried (10 in favour, 2 against, 1 
abstention). 

RESOLVED to award the Town Council’s waste and recycling contract 
to Company A (Veolia). 

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE 
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER 2019. 

Chair                         30 SEPTEMBER 2019  


